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A LETTER to Archimedes the od Cas, 8 
ledonian, he firff Mathematician of the. © Ll 
Age, abont the remote Antiquities of "3 
Great Britain, 3 85 


8125 


V OU were pleaſed, the other Day, to deſirs 


me to put in Writing ſome Things which 

| you have heard me ſay about the remote 
Antiquities of the Britiſb Iſles, and the Reaſons I 
had tor them. — In obedience tb you Youll 
pleaſe to remember, that I acknowledged I was of 
the Mind, that theſe Iles received their firſt Inha= 
bitants from the nigheſt Parts of the Main-land, 
and, accordingly, as theſe changed their Maſters, 
ſo we received different Colonies from them. 

It muſt be owned, that the remote Antiquities 
of moſt Nations are very much over-run with Fa> 
ble. This is not to be. wondred at iu theſe Hiſto- 
rians Who wanted the Light of Revelation, but e- 
ven theſe, Who have had that Advantage, ſeem not 
to have adverted to ſome Things, and to have ; | 
much miſtaken fome other Things, whieh might l 
have been no ſmall Helps to them in theſe Mat- 
ters. The ordinary Bounds of a Letter will not 
allow me to enlarge upon theſe 'Fhings, which yet 
otherwiſe would throw Light into what I am to 
offer: I ſhall therefore wave theſe, and mention 
ſome Things which ſeem to me to aſſiſt us in tra- 
cing out our higheſt — and firſt, I think, 
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it ls not amifs to miud vou of an Advice given by 
the illuftrious Leibnitz in this Affair, as to Enqui- 


ries of this Nature, in his Collectan. Etymol. Vol. 1. 


p. 153. in theſe Words, Deniqne ad perficiendamy 
wel .cert? vald? promovendam, literaturam Celticamy 
diligentiùs lingue Hibernicæ fludium adjungendum 
6enſco, ut Lhuydius egregie facere capit.— Ex Fibers 
nicis, vetuſtiorum adhuc Celtarum Germanorumve, &, 
ut generaliter dicam, accolarum oceant Britannici Cifs 
marinorum antiquitates illuſtrantur. ol 

E ultra Hiberniam eſſet aliqua Inſula Celtici 


| fermonis, eius filo in mitts adbuc antiquiora ducere- 
mur. And, p. 147. he declares hisown Purpoſe | 


to apply himſelf to ſtudy that Language, a Dictio- 
nary of which was publiſhed about that Time if 
Lhuyd's Archeologia Britannica, which he there 
peaks of, I ſhall not pretend to enter into the 
Spirit of this great Man's Reaſoning in this Place; 
but only add, That he ſeems to have thought, that, 
by this Advice, he furnifhed us with a Clew to guide 
us in our Reſearches into manifold Antiquities. 
As to theſe of our Iſles, I know of no great Helps 


from the antient Cree Authors, their Knowledge of | 
them ſeemedcchiefly to flow, partly from the Phæ- 
nicians and Carthazinians, partly from their own | 


Colonies at Marſeilles, both Which conſidered theſe 
Hes chiefly in the Way of Trade; but, as far as F 
know, have not tranſmitted any Accounts about 
dur various Colonies, nor pretend to have leſt any 
great Numbers of their own Counrrymen here; 
yet ſome Uſe may be made of the very Names they 
give to this Iſle, which I may, perhaps, elſewhere 


take notice of to be Iriſh rather than eb. 


As to Noman Authors, Cæſar ſeems to be the 


either 


ancienteſt Who has leſt us any ſatisfying Accounts 


mmmh ds , a @«_ a 


22 wid iu ic wo woods ad 


eichet of Gauie or Britain, He came hirher to cam» 
ver and reduce the Ifle to be a Province-ofthe 
—— and has left us ſome Accounts, which ſeem 
to contain the beſt Scheme of our xemote Auitiquis 
ties, if be carefully compared together. 
Jo this Purpoſe: it may be fic to confider what 


Ch. 4. where, ſpeaking of the Inhabitants of the 


Gallia Belgica, or that Part of the Mainland nigh» 
eft this Iſle, he tells us, That he had got this 


Information from the Rem, who red on 
© the Belge, and were themſelves Gauls or Celts, 
that the moſt of the Belge were deſcended from 
* Germans, who had been of old brought over 
the Rhine, and had ſettled themſelves. there, be- 
ing induced to it by the Fruitfulneſs of the Soil, 
and had expelled the Gauls who inhabited there 
£ before.” Pleroſque Belgas efſe ortos d Germanis, 
Rhenumgue antiguitus tranſdufos, propter loci fertili= 
ae 1. auge Galloſque qui ea loca incolerent, 
exputiſſe.  . | | | 

- Theſe Words plainly ſuppoſe, That that Coun» 
try was inhabited by Gauls before the Belge came 
into it, who expelled them; ſo that theſe Ganls 
had Opportunity to have ſent Colonies into Britain 
before the Belge came among them; and ſeeing 
theſe Belgæ expelled them, it is highly probable 
that Numbers of them retreated into Britain, which 
was ſo nigh them, and where they might be ſafe 
tor ſome Time from ſuch troubleſome Neighbours ; 
But we ſhall find, that in proceſs of Time, when 
they themſelves multiplied, they alſo made their 
Invaſions upon this Hle, and got, by Degrees, Foot- 
ing in it; ſo that there came to be then two Kinds 
of People here, and this was the State in which 


4A 2 Ce, 


we meet with in his Comm. de bello Gall. Book 2. 
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E 
E#far found this Iſle when he came into it. Thus 

ke ſays, lib. 5. cap. 12 & 14 
Britanniæ pars interior ab iis incolitur, quos natos 
in inſula ipſa memoria proditum dicunt  maritima 
pars ab iis, qui, prædæ ac belli inferendi cauſa,ex Bele 
io tranſierant : qui omnes fert iis nomin:5us croitatum - 
appellantur, quibus orti ex ciuitatibus eò per uenerunt, 
O bello illato ibi remanſerunt, atque agros colere cape= 
runt. Hominum eft infinita multitudo, creberrimaque 
edificia ſerè Gallicis conſimilia pecoris magnus nume= 
116. Naſcitur ibi plumbum album in mediterraneis 
xegionibus, Oc. It will not be amiſs to conſider alſo 
what we have, c. 14. Ex his omnibus Jong? ſunt hu- 
maniſſimi, qui Cantium incolunt * que regio eft maritie' 
ma omnis, 'neque multum 2 Gallica differunt conſuetu- 
dine. Interiores plerique frumenta non ſerunt, ſed la- 
Fe & carne viyunt :pellibuſque ſunt vefliti. Omnes ve- 
rd ſe Britanni vitro inficiunt, 8&8. 
Theſe Places ſpeak plainly of two Sorts of 
People here, the ong whom they fancied to be in- 
digeuæ, or nati in ipſa inſula, as knowing no better, 
but could be no other than the Progeiy of thoſe 
Who had come over ſo anciently, that they had no 
Tradition of it; the other was of theſe who had 
come over afterwards, prædæ aut belli inferendi cau- 
fa, Ec. The firſt were the Deſcendents of the In- 
habitants of Belgium, when poſſeſt by ancient Gauls; 
the ſecond came. from the = Country afterwards. 
when poſſeſt by theſe German Belge, who had moſt» 
ly expelled theſe ancient Gauls; the one the Anee- 
ſtors of the ancient Scots; the other of the Welſh; 
as I hope afterwards to ſhow. So : 
All this is both confirmed and illuſtrated from 
hat Paſſage of Tacitus, in his Life of Agricola, In 
waiverſuw tamen « ftimanthGalls vicinum ſalum 415 
N oo =. 
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7, credibile ef. Eorum ſacra deprebendas, ſuperſitios 
— yA Sermo baud multum diverſus.-= Theſe | 


Things compared with ſome other Things, will 


this Paſſage of Tacitus might be improved to con- 


hounds of a Letter. 
You will probably enquire, whether the Lan- 
guage of the ancient Gauls was the ſame with that 


the me? To which I anſwer, | 
W cient Gauls, as diſtinct from the Belge, who were 


(allowing for Diſtance of Time) with that of the 
ancient Scots. This $4 OM in the Vergobretus of the 
Edui, the Vertiſcus of the Remi, the Cingetorix of 
the Treviri, the Vercingetorix of the Arverni, who 
were all noted Gallick Nations, and in very many 
other proper Names of Perſons and Places. Vergo- 
preathus was the chief Judge of the Hedui, who 
ad the poteftas vite & necis, The Iriſh have Fear 
go breath, the Man of the judgment; which is as 
near as their Letters will allow, for they want v 
Conſonant. The We} have nothing nearer in that 
Senſe, than Gur am braul. Permit me to ſubjoin the 
Note which Godwin gives, who comments on this 
in uſum Delphini, which is, Hodie magiſtratus Au- 


Agitur, Vierg dicitur; quo nomine in tota Gallia nullus 
alius inſignitur, ut antiqui nominis media pars reman- 


be videatur, Let this be a Sample of the reſt. I 
e | could 


help us in our Enquiries into our Antiquities, and ' 
firm the Diſtinction betwixt the old Gauls and the 
German Gauls ; to account for the Reaſon why ma- 


ny came from Gaul to Britain, to learn the Diſci- 
pline of the Druids ; But I muſt keep within the 


of the ancient Scots? Whether their Cuſtoms were 


19, We ſhall find that the Language of the any 


comparatively but new Incomers, was the ſame - 


guſtoduni, quod Heduorum eft Caput, & in biennium e- 


that is great, almoſt from Kent to St, Kilda, is Iriſp, 4 


Cc & 3 


could confirm this by ſhowing, that the Names of 


every Thing that is great in Gaule, ſuch as their 
capital Rivers, theſe of their great Mountains, that 
ig conſidered, are moſtly Iriſp, and not always | 
22 | | 10 I. 
bo a further Proof that the ancient Gault peor 
pled firſt all Britain in ſome Meaſure, before the 
German Gauls came over, (whom I conſider as the 
Anceſtors of the Wel)-the Names of every Thing 


and the Welfo are frequenthy at a Loſs to explain 
them, Kent or Cantium is the Iriſh Ceann, a Head 
being a Head-land, as Cæſar calls it, a Welfoman | 
would call it Pen; as in Penzanz in Cornwall, ang 
Pembroke in Wales; the firſt means caput or Pro- 


montorium Santiorum, the other caput terre or regiv 8 


onis, in their Language. 

Mr. Edward L — the Author of the Arcbæo, 
logia Britannica, tho a Welſhman himſelf, yet o.]õ as 
this fairly and fully, that the We] are at moſt but 
a ſecondary Colony of this Iſland, and that the 
Anceſtors of the Scots were their Predeceſſors even | 
in South Britain. This he did firſt, in a Letter 
to the Welſh in their on Language, prefix d to the 
Arc hæologia Britannica, but ſince engliſh'd and prin- 
ted at the End of Biſhop Nicolſon's Iriſb hiſtorical | 
Library, and gives Reaſons for it, which I do nor 
hear any Perſon has attempted to anſwer. Mr. Tho- 
mas Innes indeed, in his Critical Eſſay, gives ug 
another Scheme of our Antiquities, but never of- 
fers to anſwer Mr. Lhuyd's Arguments, even tho? | 
he ſeems to have read that Letrer. 'The faid Mr, 
Lhuyd owns the ſame Thing in his Adverſaria 
poftbuma, de luviorum, montium, urbium, Sc. in Brix 
tqnnia nominibus, vid. p. 264, 265 273. In the 26 


he 


\ 


Copy 


he owns that the Rivers in South Britain named le 


Hſe, Ie, Ofc, Uſe, and varied by the Moderns into 
Ax, Ex, Ox, L, are nothing elſe at the Bottom 
but the Hig bland or Iriſp Uiſge or Eafe, Water. The 


um Antiquitatum Britannicarum, in more Places 
than one; and I remember, in another Place Lhuya 
S owns, Thar ir was not a Word in any Dialect of 
the Melſh in that Senſe. And p. 273, we have theſe 
Words, Ex fluviorum nominibus apud Cambro-Bri> 
taunus, quædam ſunt ipſis indigenis non imellocta, us 
Havren, Sabrina, Dyvi, Toni, Tau, & pleraque mas 


Facile interpretantur. Now our Highland Language 

eſpecialby explains the Names of every Thing chat 
is great, particularly their great Rivers, as Sabri- 
ana, now the Severn, this ſignifies a ſtrong Sea, 
Sab in Iriſh, as Lbuys has it, is Hrong; Rian is one 
of the Words in his Dictionary, fignitying the Sea; 
or Saobh is raging, furious, mad; Rian the Sea; 
how well this agrees to 'the Severn, is known to 
theſe who have either read of its Nature, or ſeen 
x for the Space of one Day. Cambden mentions its 
daily Rage in his Account of it. Tamefs or Tami- 
,, as to its later Part is Ve, the ſame with'U;ſze 
or Ea, Water, Tam, the firſt Part of it, may, in 
effect, be the fame with Tamb, pill, quiet, for which 


deduce it from amo, the Name of anocher River, 
Lhuyd has Taom in his Appendix for Ooze, which, 
ar the Bottom, is but the fame with LIge, Vater; 
for F have long ago obſerved, that they have ma- 
ny Words which ſeem primarily to have ſignified 
a Nuid os Liquid, which, in time, they came to 
_ 


ſame "Thing is owned alſo in Biſhop Nicolſon's Scots 
Hf fforical 0 brarys and in Wilkam Banter 8 leſſari- 


jorum fluminum nomina. Alia lingue Britannice periti 


Qualities that River is remarkable; or if we ſhall 


CS 'J 


appropriate ſome to one Sort of Fluids, ſome to a® 


nother; ſuch as to a Fountain, a River, the Sea, Sc 
.. .Ouſe is the Name of the River that runs through 
York, and of many others in England, which I have 
partly ſeen; this ſignifies nothing ar all in Velſb, 


but is 1 obviouſly the ſame with U:ſge, Water in 
 driſb, I 


all not trouble you with more Inſtances 

this Kind in this Letter. I ſhall now endeavour 
to reconcile this with the common Opinion, that 
our Anceſtors came from Ireland, and that under 
Fergus our firſt King. I ſhall alfo offer you ſome 
few Thoughts about the Pi#s, who made ſo great 
a Figure in this Hle pretty early. As to the firſt, as 
far as I remember, our Hiſtorians ſay, that the Scots, 
our Anceſtors, were in Britain before Fergus I. but 
2 they were not united under one ſovereign 
rince, but lived under different Chitrains, and be- 
ing much vexed with ſome neighbouring Nations, 
particularly the Britons or Welfp, they called o- 


ver Fergus an Iriſp Prince to their Help; who did 


them ſo many good Offices, that they choſe him 
for their King. There is nothing in this inconſiſtent 
with the above Scheme. The firſt, Colonies that 
came into this Iſle, and which, I ſuppoſe, did, 
in Time, people Ireland alſo, might multiply ſo 


much there, eſpecially if they were ſtrengthned by 


ſome People that came to chat Iſle from other Pla- 
ces, as the Story of the Milgſian Golony ſeems to 


inſinuate, that they might be in a Capacity to ſup- 
port their Kinſmen here hen diſtreſſed, and they 
again might ſtand in need of them, and call for their 


elp, which might occaſion Fergus to come over 
to aid them, and them to requite him as they did. 


And this might give che Riſe to Aſter- authors, ne 
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had heard it, to foy that the Anceſtors of the det p 


tame firſt from Ireland. wy 
We have an Inftarice of a like Miſtake in ſotng 


Roman and Greek iy Authors, in their Accounts 


of the Haelites or Fews. They 8 peak of 
them as Egyptians originally, coming from that 
Country under Moſes ; whereas the divine Writ- 
ings aſſute us they were originally from Chalde 
and were ſeated in Palzſtine for ſome time, fro 
whence they went to Egypt, and, after fome Sta 
there, were conducted back to Canaan by Moſe 
and Foſbua. Theſe Pagan Authors had heard this 
later Part of their Story, but nt the former, which 
made them write, that they were originally Eg 


ptiaus, and added ſome other fabulous Things as. 


bout them. | | | 
This Miſtake about the Scots coming firſt from 
Ireland, might be confitmed from the Meaning of 
the Word Hibernia, which, in Welſb, ſeems to ſi- 
gnify a high or upper Country. The Romans converts 
ing moſt with theſe who were their Provincials, 
teceived that and ſome other Names from them. 
The Veſſb ſeem to have primarily meant by Hibers 
nia, the Highlands in this greater Iſle, and; when 
they leatned that a Kindted- people inhabited the 
other Iſles, particularly Ireland they extended it 
to ſignify that alſo: ' So that hen ſome Authors 
came to ſpeak of the Scoti coming ex Hibernia, and 
meant nothing but their own Highlands, ſome mifs 
took, as if they ſtill meant their coming from that 
Iſle, which we now call ſo. This, I believe, will 
account for ſome Paſſages in Bede and others. 
As to the Pi&s, from a Word of their Language 
mentioned by Bege, not far from the Beginning of 
his Hiſtory, and from = Names of ſome Plac 


es 
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= in the Faſt-coaſt, eſpecially of this Iſle, I coriceive 
| their Language was more a-kin to the Welſb than 
= the Iriſb; and, from their penetrating ſo very far 7 
Fi along the Eaſt=coaft, I ſhould gueſs they were a- 


mong the foremoſt Tribes of the ſecondary Colo- 
1 nies, and ſo were here before Cæſars Time. Since 
his Time we have more Aſſiſtance to the Know- 
| ledge of our Affairs, from the Roman and ſome 
if Greek Authors which write of them. I ſhall not 

| now dip into theſe, but beg leave to add, that 1 
amy 


81 R, 


Tour very humble, 
and much obliged Servant, 


- Eh 5y, ftp. fon le 9d od ons fred 6 


To 


( i 3 
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To the Right Honourable, &c. 


My Los», 


RCHIMEDES the old Caledonian, is a 

Perſon, for whom, I know, your Lordſhip 
has a great Eſteem, as, indeed, all others who 
know him have. I both eſteem and love him. He 
was ever ready to oblige me. I could not refuſe 
to give him in Writing, what I uſed to ſay to him 


and others, about the remote Antiquities of Great 


Britain, or the various Colonies that came to it be- 
fore Julius Ceſar and the Romans. 

He did not keep it a Secret, he imparted it to 
ſome, and I have receiyed Thanks from ſeveral 
Perſons of diſtinguiſh'd Merit in their Way, and 
to whom I have been much bound, and I was told 
ſome Perſons of Note were pleaſed to like it. Ar- 
chimedes himſelf ſeems to be taken with the Love 
of Antiquity, to that Degree, that it he goes on 
as he has begun, he will be one of the foremoſt 
Antiquaries of the Age, as he is already, by ſome 
of the beſt Judges I know, reputed the firſt Ma- 
thematician. He is now more and more ſenſible of 
an Advantage he had by his Birth that Way, and, 
without Doubt, he will go on to cultivate and im- 


Prove it. | 
B3 dome 


LJ} 

Some Acquaintances here deſired to ſee the 
fame Things 1n Print; among theſe is a wy wor- 
thy Perſon, for whom, and his honourable Family, 
I have a very particular Deference, as having a great 
Friendſhip to all in whom I am nearly concerned, 
and being very remarkably ingenious, The Com- 
miſſion of the laſt General Aſſembly did alſo re- 
commend the publiſhing a Specimen of the Uſetul- 
neſs of our ancient Languages, and allowed ſome 
Encouragement for it. Upon all theſe Conſidera- 
tions, I have, at laft, reſolved tg let ſome few 
Things go to the Preſs. | 

I may, perhaps, at another Time, conſider the 
Neglect and Contempt with which theſe Langua- 


* 


| ges are treated; in the mean Time I cannot but, 


acknowledge, that I am of the Mind, that they 
are not altogether without their Uſe. I do not now 
meddle with them as living Languages, I may 
38 declare my Sentiments of them in that Re- 
pect afterwards ; but, I hope, all or moſt will a+ 
gree with me, chat all the Books in that Language 
ought not to be deſtroyed, and, particularly, that 
the Bibles, Catechiſms, Pſalters, &c. ought not to 
be burnt; that thoſe who find them neceſſary or 


beneficial, may be allowed to uſe them, I have, 


both in Print, and upon all proper Occaſions, de- 
clared, that I thought them uſeful for many valu- 
able Purpoſes, none of which I ſee Reaſon to re- 


tract, and am willing to ſubmit the moſt impro- 


bable to ſtrict Examination. 

The Letter to Archimedes contains ſeveral Hin 
which the ordinary Limits of a Thing of that Na- 
ture would not allow to be purſued at that Time, 
and which, perhaps, it may not be fit to expatiate 
how upon, There are not a few, Who; Very ie, 

| blyz 
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bably, may ſay, ſuppoſing that Scheme of our An- 
baue 2 be true which is there offered, what 
follows from it? Of what Uſe is it? I ſhall not 
anſwer this at this Time ſo fully as might be; I 
doubt not but all Lovers of Truth and Light, e- 
ſpecially all impartial Lovers of Antiquity, will 
have a Value for it. 

But there is one Uſe of it, which I ſometimes 
mentioned to your Lordſhip, and which your 
Lordſhip thought by no Means to be deſpiſed, but 
rather of very co iderable Importance, which is, 
That from this Scheme we may infer, that our old 
Language muſ} be one of the Fountains of our now 
Mother-tongue, which is commonly ſpoken in 
many of the Britiſp Dominions, and coveted by 
not a few Strangers of ſeyeral Profeſſions, both for 
Converſation with the Living and Dead; I mean, 
for underſtanding many excellent Books on all 
Subjects written therein. It is a Pity that this has 
been overlooked by all thoſe who have written Di- 
Etionaries of this Language, ſome of which are 
both laborious, and otherwiſe learned, ſuch as 
Skinner, Bailey, &c. 

I gave your Lordſhip ſome Inſtances of this by 
Word, and a few by Writ, which yer I could 

lace in a clearer and fuller Light than I did; Þ 
Land that ſhort Hints were better to your Lord- 
ſhip, than long Diſcourſes with ſome others. A 
more thorough . , of = Mothers 
tongue, I am perſuaded, would be of ve eat 
Vie af cially td thele whoſe Buſineſs it * 4 5 
plain Laws, Whether b or human, yea, or to 
ynderſtand them to Purpoſe, EE, Ag 
Some learned Gentlemen were appointed by the 


iQ 


Honouzable, the Pean and Faculty of Advocates, 
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( 14 ) | 
to conyerſe with me about our old Language, 
Theſe took particular Care to propoſe ſome Terms, 
not only out of our own Municipal, but alſo out 
of the Civil Law, Their Judgment and Report I 
have cauſed print in a Collection of Papers, &c. p. 7, 8. 

It is our great Advantage that we have the holy 
8 in our Mother- tongue. This ſhould be 
no ſmall Argument with us, to endeayour to un- 
derſtand it more thoroughly than commonly we 
do, eſpecially ſeeing it muſt be acknowledged, 
that very many are entire Strangers to ſome o 
the original Languages; ow it muſt be owned, 
that what Knowledge we 
ceedingly imperfect; and that a right Underſtarid- 
ing of our own ancient Language, would be a great 
Help in this, is acknowledged by Committees ap- 
8 by the Commiſſion of the General Aſſem- 

ly, is to be ſeen in the foreſaid Clef. p. 14, 
1.5, Sc. 
I. would be too long a Digreſſion from the pre- 
ſent Purpoſe, if I ſhould explain my ſelf at large a- 
bout the Hebrew and Chaldee Languages: In theme 
ſelves they are exceedingly valuable, and they arg 
the Channels by which the moſt ancient Pieces of 
divine Revelation are conveyed to us; but I may 
perhaps, ſhew in another Place, that the Jews and 
Arabians, and the other oriental Grammarians, Di- 
ctionary-makers and Criticks, many of which have 
been Infidels, have very widely miſtaken the right 
Way of treating theſe Languages, But this I muſt 
not now dwell upon. \ | 

That Scheme of our Antiquities, which, I hope, 
J have in part already proved, and which I reſolve 
afrerwards to confirm, ſhows ug very plainly, how 
far Men, moſt highly eſteemed for Religion and 

; Learning, 


ave had of them, is ex- 


EW 9 


Leatnipg, may wander from the Truth; 1 mean, 
ſuch as will not allow the Scots to have been in 
Britain before the Time of Fergus II. whereas, 
from what is above, we may ſee, that their Ance- 
ſtors were the very firſt who came to the South 
Parts of this Iſle, from the neighbouring Gaul, and 
from whence they ſpread themſelves through the 
Whole. Yet ſo very great Men, as Uſher, Camden, 
$Stilling fleet, Biſhop Lhngd, and almoſt all the Eugliſb 
and Welſp, and Iriſþ ſince the Conqueſt, are gone 
into this common Error, and, of late, our Couns 
try- man Mr. Thomas Tunes ſeems rather to have 
made Things wotrſe than better. 

I am afraid that this is much owing, partly to 
national Emulation, partly to an Attachment to 
ſome fayorite Hypothefis, either in political or ec- 
cleſiaſtical Affairs; both the one and the other are 
the Sources of many Miſtakes. "T4 
Allow me ta add, that a very learned and knows 
ing Gentleman of my Acquaintance, is of the Os 
pinion, that this Scheme ts a great Argument a- 
gainſt the Eternity of the World, and a Confirma- 
tion of that Account of Things which we have in 
the holy Scriptures. " 

For it all the Colonies that came to this Hle be- 
fore Julius Ceſar's Time, may be claſſed under two 
Heads, t6 wit, that of the ancient Gauls and the 
Belgick Gauls, it is a very great Proof, that the 
World is not ſo exceeding old as ſome modern In- 
fidels pretend to believe, and far leſs can it be from 
all Eternity. A Succeſſion of innumerable Ages 
would, no doubt, have brought about far more 
Changes in it. Now there is nothing in this Iſle 
which may not be accounted for by the foregoing 
Scheme. The ri explains every Thing that is 
oo greateſt, 


616) 
gteateſt, and that, with the 1/4}, thoſe Things which 
are next co them. Yea, if the Laws of Nature, and 
the IL of Things be diligently attends 
ed to, we'll find it a great Confitmation of that 
Account of Things which we have in holy Writ. 
I am hopeful, that ingenious Gentlemen, who are 
neither blinded with Prejudice, nor corrupted with 
Vice, will improve this Hint; for I know I need 
not enlarge upon it to your Lordſhip ; and, I hope; 
others will excuſe me; if I now and then thow 
how this Scheme is ſubſervient to Religion, the 
moſt important, as well as the moſt excellent Thing 
in the World; and I acknowledge, that this is 
what I deſire to have always in view, I mean, the 
Religion recommended in the Old and New Te- 
ſtaments. It is to me a very great Inſtance of the 
Corruption of the Age, that there ſhould be fo ve- 


ry great Numbers of Perſons, eſpecially in this 
Ille | 


; Which have enjoyed Advantages beyond moſt, 
if not all Places of the World, to very inſenſible 
of their great Bleffings, and fo unthankful for them, 
as to disbelieve the divine Authority of the Old 
and New Teſtaments, and to have Regard to the 
meereſt Fables. N 

I hope it will be found ſome Service to Religi- 
on, to confirm theſe who are well diſpoſed, in their 
Faith in its great Truths, and to anſwer the Ca- 
vils of its Enemies, eſpetially thoſe which cannot, 
in the Nature of the Thing, be anſwered fully a- 
ny other Way, as far as I ſee, than in the Way I 
am now taking; for I own, I have eſpecially in my 
View to anſwer that Objection againſt revealed Re- 
ligion, which is taken from the Americans, and 
their Language, and I ſhall endeavour to manage 
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other Things, ſo as, beſides other valuable ö 
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fes ta make tliem fubfetvient to that alſd; afid 
the rather, that I Have nt met with, nor heard, nor 
tead, of any other Perſon who profeſſes to be able 
to do this N Purpoſe, tho I have been 
very willing to fatisf any well difpoſed Perſon at 
all Times upon this Head. kao pts. 
To pave the we? then to thefe Things and 
withal to confirm all that is already faid, let us 
remember what is lately told, 20 it, that the Names 
of the greateſt Things in South Britain are Celtick; 
br ancient Scottiſß or Iriſh, even in theſe Places 
where it is confeſſed the ſecondary Colonies did iii 
time come; and feat themſelves; for Example, Cams 
berland, which feems plainly to take its Name ſtom 
2 Cumri, the Name which the Neqb take to thems 
elves. 

In that County the higheſt Moutitain is called 
SRiddat, and the greateſt River Darin or Dareany 
or, as they commonly write it, Derwent or Dar- 
"went. It receives a good many Rivers, and falls 
into the Sea at Wirckinzton: Its Courſe is not far 
from Skiddaw, and there is a gteat Collection of 
Waters there, which Bede calls ftagnum prægrande. 
There is a vulgar Rhime alſo through England, 
and to be found in Cambilen, Raie, and tome others, 


Skiddaw, Lauvellin, and Cafti gand, 
Are the higbeſt Hills in all England. 


At the Foot of this Hill is a Town named Keſs 
wick, famous tor a Sort of black Lead found there, 
and, perhaps, no where elſe in the World. Now 
theſe Names are all Celtic or Iriſp, and, for ought 
E know, none of them Welſh. . 

Stiadam in St cead 2 che 5 Mountain; ſt i 

s a 7 75 
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the,cead, firſt, and a, a Mountain. Darin or Darn, ox 
Darear, as I heard the neighbouring Inhabitants 
always ſound it, the great Water, Derwent is the 
ſame; dear is great, and ean, Water, and inn is a 
Wave, as is allo bane; which ſeems to account for 
the other Way of writing it, to wit, Derbhene or 
Derwent. The Town at the Foot of the great 
Hill which is called Keſſwick,as the Faghiſh write it, 
ſeems plainly to be Caſaigh; cas is, in the Albanian 
or Scottiſh Dialeck, the Foot, and aigb, a Hill. None 
of theſe are accountable out of the Welſh, as far as 
I know. 

I particularly take notice of Darin or Darn, or 
Derwent-water, becauſe we ſhall find a great Ri- 
ver of the ſame Name in the Iſhmus of America. 
I hope alſo to ſhow a very great Afnity betwixt 
the Languages of Old Caledonia in Britain, and 
New Caledonia in that Country, and illuſtrate the 
Names of ſome other Rivers there, 'and explain 
the Names of ſome of the other Productions of that 
Country. But Ireland is in the Way to it, and 
claims to be conſidered. I am, 


My Lox», 


Tour Lordſbip s moſt humble, 
and much obliged Servant, 


C. 
To 


„ "FN 
ge e 


To the Right Honourable, &c. 


My Lox», 
RELAND, and the Irj Language, have 


been now frequently mentioned; it makes no 
ſmall Figure in Hiſtory. Ir is not farther from 
Great Britain, than Britain is from France; and 
next to it is perhaps the moſt remarkable Iſland in 
this Part of the World, It has been already hint- 
ed, That, very probably, it received its firſt Inha- 
bitants from Great Britain, and it is now ſubject to 
the ſame Crown. It may not be amiſs to enquire 
alſo into its Antiquities, eſpecially ſeeing this will 
lead to ſome Things, which, I hope, will confirm 
the above Scheme in relation to Great Britain; as, 
again, what is faid of Great Britain, will render 
what is to be ſaid of Ireland more probable, and 
help to reſcue irs Antiquities from theſe unaccount- 
able Fables in which they have been ſo much in- 
yolved. 

To this End it will not be amiſs to conſider the 
Teſtimony of the illuſtrious Leibnitz a ſecond 
Time, and in its full Length. In the Letter to Ar- 
c bimedes, T had chiefly in view the Antiquities of 
the greater Iſland, and the Uſefulneſs of the Iriſb 
Language, in order 8 illuſtrate chem, and cited 
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o more than I thought needful to theſe Purpoſes, 
J was writing to a learned Perſon; he had deſired 
me, and I had very great Reaſons to obey him. 
did not tranſlate the Latin Paſſages, nor did I de- 
fign it for the Preſs; but, for the Reaſons I have 
now hinted, J have, at laſt, given way to it; and, 
becauſe there may be ſome defirous to know the 
Antiquities of their own Country, to whom the 
learned Languages may not be ſo eaſy or ſo fami- 
liar, I ſhall endeavour to give, at leaſt, the Sub- 
ſtance of many of them in' time to come in our 
yulgar Language. I muſt beg the Favour of the 
Reader to excule the Language, if it be not ac- 
cording to the Phraſeology of the Southern my 
pf the Ifland ; this I have not yet ſtudied, tho' | 

ave been at ſome Pains to conſider the ſingle 
Words. | | 

I ſhall alſo delay, as much as I can, the bring- 
ing in the Neœuliarities of the Iri Tongue, very 
few underſtand many of their Words, and not a 
tew of theſe Gentlemen, who are born in theſe Pla- 
ces where our old Languages are vulgarly ſpoken, 
88 themſelves no Criticks in them, tho they 

very well acquainted with the Exgliſ and other 
Languages. I hope to ſhow, that our old Lan- 

ages are very great Helps to underſtand the moy 
158 and other Languages, more throughly than 
they have been hitherto. 5 

To return to Leibnitz, his Teſtimony at full 
Length runs thus, | 

Poſftremo ad perficiendam, vel cert? valde promovens 
dam, literaturam Celticam, diligentiùs linguæ Hibere 
mice ſtudium.adjungendum cenſeo, ut Lhuydius egre- 
gte facere capit. Nam, uti alibi jam admonui, quem- 
Kapu Angii fuers coloniq Sagouunt E aa" 
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mniffio veterum Celtarum, Gallorum, Cimbrorum; ita 
Hiberni ſunt propago antiguiorum Britanniæ habita- 
torum, colonis Celticis Cimbriciſque nonnullis, &, ut 
fic dicam, mediis anteriorum. Hague ut ex Anglicis 
linguæ veterum Saxonum, & ex Cambricis veterum 
Gallorum; ita ex Hibernigis vetuſtiorum adbuc Cel- 
tarum Germanorumve, &, ut generaliter dicam, ac- 
colarum oceani Britannici Ciſinarinorum antiquitates 
illuftrantur. , Et þ ultra Hiberniam eſſet aliqua inſur 
la Celtici ſermonis, ejus flo in multò adÞuc qmtiquiorg 
duceremur. ; | 


The Meaning of theſe Words is in Subſtance this, 


« Laſtly, If we would perfect, or at leaſt great: 
* ly advance the Celtic Learning, I'm of the Opi- 
4 nion, that we muſt alfo diligently ſtudy the Tri 


= © Language, as Lbuyd has begun ro do to excel- 


e lent Purpoſe: For as I have elſewhere already 
e admoniſhed, as the Engliþ were a Colony of the 
„ Saxons, and the Britiſb did ſpring from the anci- 
«© ent Celtæ, Galli and Cimbri, ſo the Hiberni are the 
« Offspring of the yet more ancient Inhabitants % 
« Great Britain, who were there before ſome ol 
« the Colonies of the Celte and Cimbri, ws, theſe 
* who arrived about the middle Times, between 
the firſt and laſt; therefore as the Hiſtory and 
« Language of the Engliſþ illuſtrate the Antiqui- 
« ties and Language of the ancient Saxons, and 
te theſe of the 77 illuſtrate the Antiquities and 
“Language of the ancient Gauli, ſo theſe of the 
&* Iriſþ do illuſtrate the Antiquities of the yet more 
ancient Celtæ and Germans, and, that I may com- 
* prehend all in a few Words, of all theſe Nati» 


* ons who liye in the Neighbourhood of the Bri- 
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& ip Ocean upon the Main-land. And if chere 
&« were any Iſland beyond Ireland, where the Ce}- 
4 tick Language is in uſe, Fr Sa Help thereof we 
« ſhould be guided, as by a 
« ledge of yet far more * Things.” 

I cite the whole Teſtimony, yet I do not think 
my ſelf bound to adopt it in all Reſpects. It is no 
hard Matter to obſerve in it a lier le Byaſs to his 
own Country, a 'Thing very univerſal, and from 
which the greateſt Men, yea, perha _= the beſt this 
World affords, are not perfectly tree. This, at 
leaſt, I may fately ſay, that the greateſt of mere 
Men have diſtinguiſhed themſelves in an extraordi- 

nary Manner by their Love to their Country; wit- 
neſs Moſes and the Apoſtle Paul. 

I defire theſe Words may be fotos: adver- 


ted to, viz. Britanni fuere emiſſio veterum Celtarum, 
Gallorum, Cimbrorum, the Inhabitants of Britain 
were Colonies of the ancient Celtæ, Galli, Cimbri; 
as alſo theſe, which immediately follow, Hiberni 
ſunt propago antiquiorum Britanniæ habitatorum, co= 
"lonis Celticis Cimbriciſque nonnullis, &, ut fic dicam 

mediis anteriorum, the Iriſh are the Deſcendents of 
the more ancient Inhabirants of Britain, eyen of 
theſe who were in that Iſland before ſeveral of the 
Colonies of the Celtæ and Cimbri came over; or, 
if I may be allowed fo to ſpeak, before ſome of 
the middle Colonies arrived there. 

The former of theſe two Expreſſions, to wit, 
That the Britans were Calonies of the ancient Cel- 
te, Galli, Gimbri, ſeems a plain Confirmation of 
the Scheme above advanced. I have in part alrea- 
dy proved, and am willing turther to prove, that 
the ancient Scots ſpeak the IP of the moſt 


ancient 


hread, to the Know- 


7 | 
ancient Inhabitants of Gaul, which are reckoned 
to be the People whom Julius Ceſar calls Celtæ. 

The latter Sentence, That the Iriſþ are the Des 
ſcendents of the more ancient Britans, is an additi- 
onal Confirmation of it; for I have already ſaid, 
that the firſt Colonies which came into the greater 
Iſle, did, in time, people the leſſer alſo, of which 
Ireland is by far the chief. 

It may not be amiſs alſo to obſerve, that this 
Teſtimony of Leibnitæ, is, at leaſt in the main, a- 
greeable to the ordinary Law and Courſe of Na- 
ture, and Affinity in 1 and Cuſtoms, and 
eſpecially to the Situation of the Country, which, 
I confeſs, has great Weight with me, particularly 
when I reflect upon the innumerable Miſtakes 

which Authors ſeem to have fallen into. 

© There is one Thing I with were adverted to, 
which is here ſuggeſted by Leibnitz, to wit, That 
ll the Colonies, either of one Kind or another, 
*Zvhich came to Britain, did not paſs at once, but 
dy Degrees, and at different Times, and in diffe- 
rent Bodies. A City is not built in a Day, nor are 
Nations born at once, far leſs are ſuch large Coun- 
ries, as either of the Britiſb Iſles, filled with In- 
abitants in an Inſtant. This is according to the 

rdinary Law and Courſe of Things. 

That Part of Leibnitz's Teſtimony which relates 

d Ireland, is confirmed by the Opinion of a very 
ngenious Gentleman, to wit, Sir William Petty, 
ho, in his Political Anatomy of Ireland, has a Paſ- 
age much to the ſame Purpoſe, it is to be found 

b. 103, of the Edition at London 1691. 
Without Recourſe to the Authority of Sto- 
ry, but rather diligently obſerving the Law and 
Courſe of Nature, I conjecture, that whatever is 
| « tabled 
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Jreland, and probably the firſt, is near thoſe 


( 24 ) 
& fabled of Phenicians, Scythians, Biſtayers, &e: 
& their firſt inhabiting of Ireland, that the Places 
« near Carrick-fergus were firſt peopled, and that 
« with thoſe who came from the Parts of Scotland 
«© oppofite thereunto; for that Ireland was planted 
« by ſome Body in Cæſars Time, is moſt certain. 
« That the Art of Navigation was not ſo welbuns 
« gderſtood and practiſed before Cz/ar's Time, as 
« to bring a Man from any other Part of the 
« World thither, fave from Great Britain. That 
« from St. David's Head in South Wales, and from 
« Holy Head in North Wales, Ireland is not fo 
ce clearly at any Time diſcerned, nor often at all. 
6“ That the Inhabitants of theſe two Britiſh Head- 
ce lands had neither Boats fit to paſs that Sea, is 
«© moſt probable; but that Carrick-fergus may be | 
« always ſeen from Scotland, is well known; and | 
that a ſmall Boat may row over it in three of i 
« four Houtsis experienced. That the Language of 
« theſe Parts differ very little, that the Country 
« about Carrick-fergus is far better than that of Wi 
« Scotland oppoſite, that the chief Bifhop's Seat ir: it 
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&« Parts, are all notorious Truths. From all which 
& ir is more probable, that Ireland was firſt peopled "i 
« from Scotland, than all the other remote Parts 
“ afote mentioned.” - | 

As to this Teſtimony of this very ingenious 
Gentleman, I will not pretend that there is mathe- 
matical Certainty for every Part of it; but the main 
Thread of his Reaſoning ſeems to carry as much 
Probability, if not moral Certainty, as can be well 
expected in a Caſe of this Nature; and of fo remote 
Antiquity. What he mentions of the chief and firſt } 
Belhop's Seat being ſo near Scutlanũ, Wants not its 

B own 


Tea 


| 1 
en Weight; and it would be a further Corrobos 
ration of it, if that ſame Place were alſo found to 
be the Seat of the chief Druid, before Chriſtianity 
became the received Religion of that Iſland. This 
is what a very knowing and ſagacious Gentleman 
told me once, and one who has a very extenſive 
Knowledge of the World; but he did not ar that 
Time remember his Authority for it. This may be 
a Subject of Enquiry to the Curious; but we know, 
that, in other Parts of the World, the Chriſtian Bi- 
ſhops came to value themſelves upon the Account 
of theſe Places where their Seat was fixed, and ac- 
cording to the Figure they had made in the World 
tormerly. | 3 3 
But, waving this, the Teſtimony, in the main, 
ſeems to be of great Weight, being founded on 2 
Regard to the Law and Courſe of Nature, and a 
Mailigent Obſervation thereof, and, conſequently, a- 


ne more Satisfaction, than a great many Authori- 
ies from ſuch Authors as are to be got on this 
Head; yea, I may ſay, this is, with me, of more 
eight than the Teſtimonies of theſe Hiſtorians 


3 ho treat of ſuch Affairs) who make the moſt ſhi- 
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himſelf not excepted, nor Tacitus either. Tho Cæ- 
ar s Authority goes far with many, and perhaps not 
without Reaſon in this Caſe, he affected Glory, not 
only from his Conqueſts, but from his Writings. Dez 
Prez, the Author of the Notes on, Horace in uſum 


læva librum tenens Fulius ille Divus quondam in nu- 
miſmate voluit eſſingi, cum hac epigraphe, Ex utro- 


re ee ii 


recable to Scripture; which, I acknowledge, gives 


nd Geographers, (for theſe are the proper Authors 
ing Figure among the Greeks and ans, Ceſar , 


Delphini, begins his Dedication thus, Enſem dextra, 


que Cæſar. “ Fuljyus Ceſar ordered hi ies to be 
4 5 rdexed his = re 
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ſtem of the World, which ingenious Men for 


. to Ireland. 
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1 

« ftatnped on a Coin, holding a Sword in his righe 

« Hand, and a Book in his left, with an Inferi- 

« ption that imported, He was Czfar both by the one 
« nd the other.” 

My Lord, permit me to compare this to that ay 

2 


yo, ta ws «7 We 


moſt Part now admit, and theſe other Schemes ] 
which paſſed current in ſome former Ages. In the WW" 
one, Things are plain and uniform and regular, WW 
without the Entafiglements of Epicycles, far leſs 


Epicycles upon Epicycles, as in the Syſtem of Pro- 
lam, at leaſt commonly fo called, or of Tycho Brabe. 
Nature commonly acts very fimply, and goes on 3 


very directly, and plainly, and uprightly, whereas 7 
Art and Deſign has Recourſe to Windings, Turn- 
ings, Diſguiſe and Fable. | 

At the fame time, it is not inconſiſtent with Sir 
William's Reaſohing, to allow that People might 


— over from ſome other Places of this Iſland, 
han that which was preciſely the very neareſt of 


— 
"he 


. 
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all; which Place I will not take upon me to deter- 
mine, tho' I have ſeen both; but the Interval of | 
Time betwixt was ſo great, that I might miſtake 
i told my Thoughts; but I am perſwaded the 
Odds is not very great betwixt the Diſtance from i 
Portpatrick in Galloway, and the Mule of Cantire, . 


Tho' what is above ſaid may, I hope, go very 
far to ſatisfy reaſonable Perſons, about the firſt Way 
and Manner of the peopling of theſe Britiſß lands; 
yer, F believe, it will be acknowledged, that it 
would be an Addition to this Evidence, if Great 
Britain was once joined to the Continent by an 
Iſthmus, about that Place where now the Lands 
are mott contiguous; concerning which there are 

/ Paſſages 


( 27 ) 
es in the Tranſactions of the Royal Society, 
which render it highly probable. I ſhall not now 
mention the Arguments for it, ſeeing every curious 
Perſon may ſee them there, or in the Abridgments 
of them, which have been lately publiſhed. - 


Hiſtorians and Poets ſpeak of Sicily being thus once 


ption of the Sea; and, as a Confirmation of this, 
chey alledge that Rhegium in Italy has its Name 
from it, Pyyedurs frango. | 
I know not well, whether any of our Hiſtorians 
or Sea-faring Men, have ever alledged, that Ire- 
Jand may have been of old Time joined to Great 
Britain; but the Face of Nature in that Part of the 
orld, renders it not altogether improbable.'There 
Ware very ſtrong Currents now to be met with there, 
nd what theſe, in che Courſe of Time, might pro- 
. Nuce, it is hard to know; eſpecially ſeeing, on 

e one Hand, they come from the vaſt Atlantick 
Ocean, in which, + Fer may have Regard to Pla- 
, there have happened very amazing Revolutions 
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: 4 ff old; yea, to this Day, if we may credit ſome 
> counts, there are great Changes by Inundations 


ad Earthquakes. e | 
It is obvious to any Perſon who fails betwixt 
he South End of the Iſle of Arran, and Plada an 
Wadjacenr Ille, or who ſhall view the one from the 
other, and who ſhall take notice of the pointing of 
Lands on both Iſles, and how careful and e- 
xact Mariners muſt be to keep the right Courſe be- 
twixt the two, when they fail between them, that 
Time has been, when theſe two Iſles have been 
oined, and that the leſſer has been Part of the 
greater, which ſeems to be ſignified by the very 
D 2 Name 


Your Lordihip knows well enough, that ſeveral - 
joined to [taly, and broken off by. a violent Irru- 
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Name Plada; for Bladb in Jriſb is a Part of 3 
Thing, and bladham is, I break, Plada ſeeming to 
be broken off from the greater Iſle. Some Things 
might be added from Lamlaſb, as alſo from our 
northern Coaſts. 

However, I do not urge theſe Things. The ve- 


ry Nearneis of the Lands, and the Affinity in Lan- 
guage and Cuſtoms, both religious and civil, are | 
alſo great Arguments that Ireland was firſt peopled } 


from the neareſt Parts of Great Britain, as Great 
er was alſo from the neareſt Parts of the Main- 
a h | 
The fame Thing, I think, is confirmed from the 
Accounts which the Iriſþ give of their own Anti- 
aities, which, perhaps, will nor. be fit now to be 
poken of at large, eſpecially ſeeing it partly de- 
pends upon ſome Knowledge of their Language. 


Sir William ſeems to treat as Fable, what is ſaid s 


of the Phænicians, and Scythians, yea, and Biſcayers; 


this would quite overturn the whole Hiſtory of the 
Milgſian Colony. I am unwilling now to enter up- 
on a particular Enquiry into thele Things. There 
is, no doubt, exceeding much Fable in the Ac- 
counts we have of theſe, not only as given by the 
a themſelves, but even by theſe who are repur i 
ted firſt-rate Men of Learning in this Part of the 


World, and Stars of the very firſt Magnitude in 


the Commonwealth of Literature; bur, at the ſams 
time, I acknowledge, that I have not attained ſuch 
s thorough Knowledge of theſe Matters, as that I 
can condemn them 1n the Lump as wholly roman- 
tick, or be poſitive in affirming, that there are no 
Truths vailed under theſe Fables. 
Allow. me to add a Paſſage 

Tranſlation af Mr. Zhuyd's Welſp Prefage to 2 
. | 8 Gloſſo- 


out of the Engliſh | 


4 
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Gliſſography, or 1 Vol. of his Archeologia Britans 
nica. | 
« Nor was it only North Britain that theſe 
& Guydhelians have, in the moſt ancient Times, in- 
« habited, but alſo England and Wales, whether 
* before our Time, or catemporary with us, or 
“both, it cannot be determined; but to me it 
« ſeems moſt probable, that they were here before 
« our coming to the Iſland, and that aur Ance- 
« ftors did, from time to time, force them north- 
« wards. And that from the Kintire, or Fore-land 
c of Scotland, where there is but four Leagues of 
« Sea, and from the Country of Galloway and the 
« Iſle of Man, they paſſed over into Ireland, as 
they have that Way returned backward and for- 
« ward often ſince. Neither was their Progreſs in- 
( to this Iſland out of a more remote Country than 
N © Gaul, now better known by the Names of the 
= 3 of France, the Lau- Countries, and Low- 
g dutch.” | 
Such a Teſtimony, from à Gentleman of the Neiſb 
Nation, is very much to be regarded. They are 
the only Rivals to be noticed in this Affair, and 
they 1 themſelves upon their being the moſt 
ancient Britains. Mr. Lhuyd indeed was a Perſon 
of ſingular Candour. : | 

I proteſt I have. no ee againſt the Wolſb, 


19 bur a "ery great Reſſ or them, 
h By Guydbelians Mr. Lhuyd and the Welſp mean, 
Iboch our Highlanders in Scotland, and the old Na- 


tives of Ireland. | 
Beſide theſe Teſtimonies of Mr. Edward Lhuyd's 
cited before, he declares the ſame Thing in a Let- 
ter to Mr. Rowlands, the Author of Mona antiqua 
is Wi Haurata, which may be ſeen near the End of that 
2 4 Bock, 
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Dock, which any one that pleaſes may conſult ; 


there he acknowledges that there muſt have been | 
another People in F/ales before the Anceſtors of 
the preſent Welf, vide Mona antiqua, p. 342. ( One 
« may, from the Names of Places in fome Parts of 
« Wales, gather, that the Iriſd Nation once inhabit- 
4 ed there, particularly in Brecknoſk-ſpire and Caer- 
« martben-ſpire,where the Lakes are called Lhyche, 
« and the high Mopatains, Bannæ, as they com- 
„ monly are throughout the Highlands of Scotland 
4 and Ireland.” 3 

Theſe two Shires ſeem to be about the Mid- 
dle of Wales, and at the greateſt Diſtance from 
the Sea and the Severn; fo that here we may again 
apply Gefar's Words, © That the interior Parts of 
« the Country were inhabited by the Ingigence, or 
tc theſe who were reputed the old Natives; much 


in the ſame Way and Manner as it has happened in | 


America, where the ancient Inhabitants have retir- # 
ed up the Country, and the European Strangers 
dwell upon the Sea-coafts, and along the Rivers, 


Jam, 


My Loan, 
Your Lordſbips moſt bumble, 


and much obliged Servant, 


to y 
J e pie tes 


'To . RE ; 


J Hiboralail 1s Celtici 
5 dure 4 — e. 


nis, Hus filo in mulio adhuc antiquiors 


n 81 R; C 

+ Od are the Sebi abe f in io Wold of my 
4 Acquaintance, to whom I ought to inſcribe 
ray Thing that concerns the Iſland commonly 
h Walled &. Kilda, I have not the Advantage of be- 
a as known to your Chief, who is the Proprietor of 
© Þ though I have of a long Time wiſhed-for it: 
: hat excellent Gentleman Mr. Alexander Mich 


dvocate, whom you repreſent Was, to my er- 
ain Knowledge, a great Benefactor to it; he was 
articularly active in ſending a Minifter of the 
oſpel to it, as he was alſo in promoting the De- 
gns of the Society for propagating Chriftian Knows 
age, eſpecially in the Highlands and Ifles. He 
as 2 great B Reling to 5 Part of the World 
rhile he lived, and, T believe, every Perſon 1 
onvineed that he is now very well ſucceeded: 
He was one of the greateſt Maſters of our © 
Language. Afſoon as I came to be ſenſible of th 
Uſefulneſs of it, for ilfuftrating rhe Antiquities 5 
Languages of ancient ſtah and Greece, c. I ap- 
plied to him chiefly for Advice abont Helps to ac 
Taite it. He directed - to Lide ng | 
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( 34 ) | 
which had been all along my chief Aſſiſtance in 


all my Examinations-and Enquiries. I remember 
onee I asked him, whether he had obſerved the 


Uſefulneſs of our old Language in illuſtrating ſome c 
Parts of Learning. He anſwered, I think, ro this ¶ ta 
Purpoſe, That it was his Mother-tongue ; that he tr 
had contented himſelf with ſpeaking and writing t 


it as he had Occaſion, and that he had not turned f. 
his 'Thoughts that Way: But he acknowledged 
that he believed then that it was uſeful for all n 
theſe Purpoles I ſpoke of to him, upon hearing me Wl; 
ſpeak on it. G 

Sir, you your ſelf have given ſo many 'Teſtimo- W., 
nies of your Favour and Eſteem, and ſo very far 
beyond what I delerve, and you have uſed me 
upon all Occaſions with ſo much Goodneſs, that 
I have frequently been aſhamed of it. | 

This does not leſſen, but rather increaſes, my 
Obligations to you; no other Way now offers of 
acknowledging them as much as I can, bur dire- | 
Eting this to you. I muſt beg you will accept of 
it, or, at leaſt, that, to the other Inſtances of 
your Goodneſs, you will add this of forgiving 
me; 

And accept of my good Intentions to ſerve the 
Intereſts of Truth and Goodneſs, the moſt impor- 
tant and valuable Things in the World. 

The Ifland of St. Rilda is remarkable for many 
very uncommon Things, which I need not men- 
tion at preſent, and this among others, That it 
ſeems to me to have, or ar leaſt to have had nor 
long ago, the moſt ancient Shape of Language in 
this weſtern Part of the World, and which 1s of 
great Uſe to 1lluſtrate many Languages and Anti- 
quities. Their Alphabet was very ſimple, and 

con- 
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[8ontained but a few Sounds in the Year 1697, at 
which Time Mr. Martin made his Voyage to it, 
of which he gives an Account in a printed Trea- 
tiſe: At that Time he tells us, p. 72. the Inhabi- 
tants did not pronounce d, g, nor r; which, if 
true, makes it to agree very much with that of 
the Chineſe, according to an Account which I had 
from an honourable Gentleman of our Country, 
who ſtaid ſometime at that Court, and who, I 
hope, is yet alive. He told me, that in China he 
was called Ca, whereas in Britain he is ſirnamed 
Garvan, their Language being Monoſyllables; 
and when they called him Ca loi, they meant b 

it Lord, or Mr. Garvan; Loi or Lui is one of their 
Titles of Honour. He told me, they could not, 
or, at leaſt, did not pronounce Ca, which are the 
two firſt Letters of his Name, but by that Sound 


- which is moſt a-kin to it, Ca, c and g being both 


palate Letters. He alſo aſſured me, that the 
wanted either d or t, he was not poſitive whi 
of the two; bur I eaſily found that they had ?, as 
we may ſee in ſeveral of their Words, and parti- 
cularly in the Name of that Herb which we bring 
trom them, and make ſo much Uſe of in this Parr 
of the World, Tea; as alſo in the Name of the 
ſupreme Being, which, I think, Webb, in his Eſſay 
to prove the Language of China the primitive Lan- 
guage, writes Xean tia, out of Texgira a Spaniſh 
Author; but, according to Pere du Halde, and the 
French Way of writing Chineſe Words, is written 
Chan ti, and Tchan ti, which Sounds agree very 
near, though the Way of writing differ accord- 
ing to the different Genius of the French and Spa- 
iſh Languages. | 
I may very _— ſhew, that, theſe Chineſe 
HE Wordt 


: 
Fl 
[ 
10 
1 
17 
00 
1 
1 


( 36 

ors are alſo Caledonian, both in Sound and in 
enſe, and particularly in the Kilda Diale&t. | 
now there 13 ſome Difficulty to reconcile this to 
the Account which Pere du Halde, in his late Hi- 


ſtory of China, gives us; but I acknowledge that 


1 always did give Credit to what Mr. Garvan ſaid 
of this Matter, and I ſee not ſufficient Reaſon to 


"Alter my Judgment about it as yet; and perhaps 


ſome Things might be offered to bring theſe ſeem- 
ngly different Accounts nearer to one another, 
but 1 do not now-dwell upon theſe Things. 
If it be ſo then, that the Sounds, or, if we may 
call it ſo, the Alphabet, or Letters uſed by ſo ve- 
far diſtant Countries, as China and Si. Kilda, 
ome ſo near to one another, though the one be 
among the remoteſt Places toward the Eaſt, and 
the other toward the Northweſt, in the old World, 
and before the Diſcovery of America; and if ir be 


true, that the Alphabets, or Letters of both are ſo $ 
. few and ſimple; then we ſeg one Reaſon to in- 
' Cline us to believe, that the ſimpleſt Shape of Lan- 


guage may be found in the remoteſt Places from 
the Center of the Diſperſion of Mankind, and per- 
haps not in that Center itſelf. n 
I know I may be charged with Impropriety of 
Speech in mentioning the Alphabet of the Chineſe, 
or perhaps that of St. Kilda, ſeeing the Way of 
Writing of the firſt is fo very widely different flow 


that in this Part of the World, and may be deemed 
rather a painting of Things than of Sounds; which 


laſt ſeems to be rhe Peſign of ours, and which 
I may conſider more particulatily at another time: 
And as to Si. Kilda, it may be alledged few ar 
fione can write there; but whether it be ſo or not, 
What I mean is, that if a, Chineſe or Kilda Nia 
4 @:;$i;ilkk 5 0% fe i fd ns rot hr KT CO 
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could write in our way, ſo as to expreſs the ound 
they uſe, they wo not have occaſion for the 
Letters 4, g, r, which I think is an Argument for 
the ancient Shape both of their Alphabet and Lan- 
guage, as, if need be, I ſhall enlarge à little upon 
at another Time. 5 

In the next Place, this may encline us to believe 
that at Jeaſt both the Chineſe and the Kilda Men 
are of one common Origine, or that God has made 
of one Blood all Nations of Men from China to 
H. Kilda. Their Agreement in the Number of 
elementary Sounds, as I may call them, and I may 
ſay, their Agreement in ſeveral Words may diſ- 
pole us to believe this. I may perhaps at another 
Time conſider this at _ 2 151 ü mean 
time it may perhaps a little divert, if not nftruct, 
to take . Go of Se Chineſe Words above mens 
tioned, Which agree with theſe of St. Kilda, or at 
leaſt have their Reaſon in that Dialect. y 

Mean Tia then, as Texeira and the Spaniard and 
Webb write it, and Chan T1 or Tia or Zchan Ti, as 
the French, ſignifies the ſupreme Empexar in the 
Chineſe, or the Supreme Being. The Inhabitants, 
of St. Kilda have Sean Tia, which Words they 
ſound Shan Tia, which agrees in Pronounciation 
wich the other above mentioned, though hey ty 
ter in the way of writing: They agree alſo in 
Senſe; for Sean in the Caledonian Language, which 
they oſtentimes ſound Shan, ſignifies both Ola and 
Great ; and I could ſhow, that in ſeveral Langua- 
ges, the ſame Words 5 7 both the one and the 
other, I mean both Old and Great. Sean as it 
lignifies O/ is the Root of the Latin Sexex, and 
all its Derivatives. Sean, as it ſignifies great, is 
fo be faund eſpecially in its Compounds and De- 
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rivatives in the Caledonian Language, ſuch as Se- 
anathair, a Grandfather, Seanmbhathair, a Grandmo- 
ther, Seanmor, very great, huge. Sine is a Vari- 
ation of the ſame Word, and 1s to be found in 
Sineadb, a ſtretching, extending, or increaſing, and 
in Sinim, to ſtretch, or increaſe, or extend, Sc. as 
alſo in the Compounds, fair/ang and fair-/ing, 
wide, large, ſpacious; fair/nge, Plenty, fairſnighim, 
to encreaſe, to enlarge, to augment ; which laſt 
| Words, by the by, contain the Reaſon of the 
Word Paraſanga, which we find in the Greek 
Authors, and is by learned Men mow" called 
a Perhan Word. In this Senſe it is alſo found in 
the Word Shennorung, big, a great thin 7 in Wa- 
fers little Vocabulary of the Iſthmus o 
which I may afterwards have Occaſion to conſi- 
der. | 

But in what Senſe ſoever we conſider the Word 


Sean or Shan, whether as old or great, it ſeems } 
very well to fit the Supreme Being, who is from 


everlaſting to everlaſting God, the Ancient of Days, 
&c. He is alſo great, and greatly to be praiſed, and 
bis Greatneſs is unſearchable, &c. | 
Ti or Tia is the other Part of the Name of the 
. e. Being among the Chineſe, and T 1a, is pre- 
ciſely the ordinary Word in the Dialect of St. Kl. 
da; the other Caledoniqns and Iriſn have Dia, and 
it is obviouſly the ſame Word with the Latin 
Deus, the Greek Oe, the Italian, Dio and Iddio, 
French, Dicu, the Spaniſh, Dios, &c, Ir ſeems to 
me of Importance to knaw the true Reaſon of this 
Name; ſome very learned and reverend Perſons 
have thought it worth their while to ask it the Ca- 
kdonian Language could give any Reaſon of this 
Name; and tis worth every Man's Pains to have 
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right Underſtanding of it, and when I have told 
them that Di in that Language ſignifies great, and 4 
he; ſo that Dia ſignifies the great he, they thought ir 
far preferable to tuch Etymologies as S curro, or, 
to run, or @taouer ſpecto, to ſee, becauſe he ſees all 
things, though this latt be true in itſelf. 

The Kilda Shape of this is Tia, which agrees 
with the Chineſe; Ti in this Dialect is great, and in 
the Vulgar Dialect di. V. magnus in the Comp. Vocab. 
Tea, or that Herb which is brought from China, 
and now ſo much uſed in Europe, and which is alſo 
variouſly written and pronounced, ſeems alfo to 
have its Reaſon in our old Language, in which it 
ſignifies hot, becauſe it is commonly drunk hot; 
and I have frequently heard a Gentleman, who, 
becauſe he wants the vulgar Language of ous 
Country, or at leaſt does not ordinarily ſpealc it, 
invite others to drink Tea wh him in Zatin, uſe 
theſe or the like Words, vis bibere calidum mecum, 
Domine, that is, Sir, Will you drink hot with me; 
calidum the Latin Word for hot, he uſed to ſignify 
Tea. I ſhall not now trouble you with more 
Chineſe Words, tor this would detain me too long 
from what I have now particularly in View; but 
I defire that the Simplicity of the Alphabet of 
St. Kilda may be taken notice of, and particularly 
4 rheir wanting theſe Sounds D and G, as alſo R may 
n Wbe remembred; for this will be of Ute in ſeveral 
„ Reſpects, ro perceive the more readily the Af- 
o finity betwixt the Languages of the two Caledoni- 
is Nas, the one in Europe, the other in America; as 
alſo to ſhew that our Anceſtors did not borrow their 
Letters from the Romans, as Mr. Innes ſo poſitively 
affirms; and moreover, to anſwer an Objection a- 
gainſt that Scheme I have given of our remote An- 

| tiquities 
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tiquiries in ſome foregoing Letters. 1 
will alſo be of uſe to cleat up ſeve 
which have puzzled the moſt learned a 
ous Gentlemen. They will perhaps | 
derſtand the true Meaning of the Nat 
River, ſo very much celebrated by t 
this Part of the World, to wit, the ? 
runs through Nome, ſo long the Mittre 
otie Shape or other, concerning which 
many Fables delivered by the Ancien 
I think, will alſo help to give a full 
the Meaning of the Words Cantium, 
Acantium, by which Ceſar, Bede, an 
deſign that great Headland of Britain 
approaches the Mainland. They will a 
perceive the Meaning of the Name 
Mountain in the Iſthmus of America, c 
connti, according to all theſe Europeans 
verſed with; as alſo the Reaſon of th 
the higheſt Mountain in the Hland of $ 
ſelf, according to a Native who pro! 
Truim-kel, or which another Caledon 
found Druim-geal ; and as the ſame 
ſome Years after, when he had been loi 
Continent of Britain, we would think t 
Way of ſounding it had been Tlum-kel. 
more, but that I am, 


SIR, 
Jour very humble, 
and much oblis 
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) ſeveral Things NY S N 
end ingen. eee... 
haps help to un- | ; 2043 
bye Poets in To the Chevalier R. 
the Tiber which | 
Miſtreſs of it in F 
vhich we have ſo Sr8, | 
\ncients. Theſe, ICC ² a ad «a 
z full Account of Received the favour of yours; I thank yon 
vtium, Cantia, or for What you are pleaſed to promiſe in Behalf 
de, and Prolemy, pt the Gentleman whom I recommended to you; 
ritain which moſt WE give entire Credit to what you ſay about the Let» 
will alſo help ro Her I wrote to you, when the celebrated Univetſi- 
dame of an high Wy of Oxford conterred a Piece of extraordinary 
rica, called Tapas Neſpect upon you. I am obliged to you for the 
peans I have con- ¶ ourable Opinion you have about my Profi- 
of the Name of Niency in Languages; which you'll perhaps 
1d of St. Kilda it-Hhink the more ſtrange, becauſe you had Acceſy 


o know, that my Genius once led me to ſome» 
hing very different: But Languages are in a gteat 
leafure the Keys of Knowledge ; and I have 
inted ſome. of the Reaſons that induced me to 
onſider them in that Pamphler which I ſent u; 
nd which you ſay you read with ſo much Plea- 
ure; I am glad that it ſeems to have excited in 
you ſo ſtrong a Deſire to ſee mote of the Iike Na- 
ure; I belieye I ſhall print more Copies. of it. 
dave given ſome of them away to theſe for whi 


ho pronounced it 
Caledonian would 
- ſame Perſon did 
een longer in the 
think that his firſt 
um- kel. I add no 


humble, riendſhip I have a particular Value. 5 
SELL T am glad you « mploy yout Thoughts about 
eb obliged Servant, "le noble and extenſive Subjects which you men; 


ion in your Letter, and 1 ſhalf be more glad if 
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TY 
fight, or to caution you againſt Miſtakes. From 
what you write I draw this Inference, That yon 
ſeem to have eſcaped ſome Rocks which very great Wh 
Numbers of Men, both learned and unlearned have 
ſplit upon: This ſeems to me to have chiefly flow- 
ed ſrom their not ſufficiently advefting to the Ho- 
Iy Scriptures, eſpecially in their Originals, and in 
the Caſe, I mean, to the ancient Tranſlations and 
Paraphraſes both of the Eaſtern and Weſtern Na- 


tions ; they ſeem to have been miſled, partly b 
ſome prevailing groundleſs Fables, and partly by 
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ſome modern Tranſlations. | 
The molt learned Men, tho' of different Com- 
munions, ſeem to me, by taking up ſome common 
Opinions without ſufficient. Examination, to have 
ventured beyond the holy Scriptures, and ſo have 
fallen into ſome great Miſtakes, which have kept 
both themſelves and the moſt part oft the World in 
great Darkneſs as to many things. Bochart 1s ge- 
nerally reputed one of the moſt learned Men char 
ever the World produced, eſpecially in the Orien- 
tal Languages and the Belles Lettres, yerFfind him 
carried away by the Torrent of common Error; 
T could ſay the fame thing of others who are had 
kn the higheſt Reputation for their Learning or 
Piety, or both. I was particularly touched when 
T obſerved it in a very learned and ingenious Gen- 
tleman in the South Part of this Iſland, and who, 
2. am informed, has moſt worthily behaved him- 
in ſeveral eminent Poſts, and particularly has 
been a grand Promoter of valuable Learning 
This worthy Perſon I found took a Thing tor 
granted which has been the Source of innumer- 
able Miſtakes in many Parts of Learning, the Ma- 
thematicks chiefly excepre&/ I hintech this —— y 
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pamplet I ſent you, p. 23. I take all proper Occai 
— to — ae who allow me to ſpeak 
freely to them, and who I think have a Regard 
to Holy Scripture, or ſound Philoſophy, of this 
Miſtake, and, I can ſay, not without a deal of 
ſeeming Succeſs. I had all the Inclination in 
the World to have reaſoned with that valuable 
Gentleman upon the Head, but our Situation was 
ſuch as made it at that Time unfit, and I have had 
no Opportunity ſince of ſeeing him. 3 

I particularly obſerve, that many of the Publi- 
ſhers of Dictionaries have fallen into this Error, 
though it ſeems to be the Intereſt of Mankind that 
theſe had moſt carefully guarded againſt it, and, 
amongſt others, Mr. Nicholas Bailey, whoſe Eng- 
liþ Dictionary has been frequemly printed here. 

Some learned Men, both here and abroad, are 
become in a good Meafure ſenfible of this com- 
mon Error, and accordingly have publiſhed ſome 
Things which tend to throw Light into a certain 
Portion of Holy Scripture, which, I conceive, has 
been generally miſunderſtood, viz. Gen. 11 Chap. 
but ſome 'of theſe have advanced Hypotheſes of 
their own, which, I am afraid, cannot be proven 
yea, I have met with ſome who ſeem to be Ma- 
ſters of a great deal of good Senſe, but make 
{ſmall Pretenſions ro Learning, who, by a little 
Reaſoning, were eaſily brought to favour what l 
conceived to be Truth in this Matter. 

As to what you recommend with Reſpect to 
the Royal Academy of Inſcriptions and Belles Lettres, 
and particularly what you mention about Aſphax 
lius, I ſhall endeavour to mind. 

There is one 'Thing which eſpecially pleaſes in 
your Letter, chat your judge that great Variety of 
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Language that is in the World, to have praceed- 
ed from one original primitive Language; bur I 
am not convinced that ſuch a Language is now ex- 
tant in its primitive Shape, and I could give Rea- 
ſons why we are not to expect to find it any 
where in this imperfect State. Mr. Wafer indeed, 
in the Teſtimony. J cite from him, p. 2 of my 
Pamphlet, ſpeaks of the Highland or Iriſh, as if it 
uw the primitive Language, and Mr. Lhuyd's 
Teſtimony is much to the ſame Purpole ; but I 
do not adopt the Whole of what they ſay, the 
only Senſe in which I agree with them is, that it 
departs leſs from the primitive Language than mas 
ny others, and that it is of very great Uſe to il- 
Iuſtrate theſe, 1 . 
The Teſtimony of Leibnitz, which I ſubjoin, 
ms to be founded on very good Reaſons. I did 
hot meet with it till ſeveral Years after I had be- 
gun my Enquiries, and it was in a Manner the 
rit Thing which gave me Confidence to ſpeak of 
them with ſome Courage; that illuſtrious Perſon 
makes ſo great a Figure in the learn'd World. 
The concluding Part of it ſeems peculiarly remark- 
able, Et /s ultra Hiberniam jit aliqua inſula Celtici 
ſermonis, ejus filo in multo adhuc antiquiora ducere- 
muy, © And if beyond Ireland there were any I- 
« !tand where the Celtick Language were ſpoke, 
by the Help thereof, as by a Thread, we ſhould 
© be guided to the Knowledge of yet much more 
© ancient Things. » | 
After all the Enquiries I have made into Lan- 
guage, I can find no Place to which this will ſo 
well agree as Sr. Killa: This Place, with Re- 
ipect to Germany Where Leibnitz lived, is indeed 
beyond Ireland, and the moſt remote of all * 
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- onging to Great Britain, to the Northweſt, that 
I Wis inhabited; it has a moſt ſimple Alphabet, and 
vou know char theſe of the Greeks and Romans, 
che higher we aſcend, fill become the more ſin- 
y ple. 3 ſays the ſame Thing of that of the 
i, Hebrews, ditional Number of Letters was 
the Work ar Time, and Criticks pretend to tell 
the very Perſons who introduced them. In armo- 


the greateſt Anti ya T have frequently admir- 

ed this Saying 0 ' Leibnits, as alſo another of Sca- 
liger, which g capable of being underſtood in a A 
a- Wlublimer Senſe than he himſelf ſeems to have i in- 
I- tended, viz. 72 


Imperii fuerat Romani Scotia limes, 
Romani eloquis Scotia Anis erit. 


Thus imitated and accomodated. 


* cotia did once Rome's wideſt Conqueſts bound, 
1 Ronie 5s Tongue's high Source in Scotia ſhall be found. 


Juin, in the 18th Book of his Hiftory, tells 
ſomething, which, it duly conſidered, may help 
Us to ener into the Spirit of Leibnitz his Reaſon- 
Ing. J had rather you ſhould find it out your ſelf; 
than 'be obliged to another for pointing it out to 
ou. 

Id You particularly Jefive to know how far my 
re Schenie agrees with that of Father Pezron : As t6 
 Mwhich I own, that the Reading of Pezron's Book, 
n- {WI chink; was the chief Reaſon of my Enquiries of 
ſo Wrhis Kind, and my Scheme is an Improvement of 
e- his, and more free from an Exception, I think, 
ed which his is liable to, His Antiquities dn Nati 
ſe out aud n of che Celtic or Ga 


jial Bearings, the we are reckoned Marks of 
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| 1 Hiſtory and Philology; as to his 
iſtorical Part, I cannot pretend to on it in all 
Parts, it ſeems to me a Mixture af Truth and 
Fable. As to the philological Part of it, I always 
thought there was ſomething very valuable ar the 
Bottom of it, and it gave me the Hints which I 
have ſince followed out further than perhaps it is 
fit for me, as I am now ſituated, to attempt ta 
_— But. I may perhaps be fuller upon this 
ards. | 

The Exception to which his Scheme at leaſt in 

is liable, and from which this is mare free, 
ia, that the Romans were a lang Time both in 
Bretagne in France, and among the Hap in this 
Iſland, and this might be the Reaſon of the Afi- 
nity betwixt the rwo Tanguages This, I {ay is 
a colourable Objection, and ſomething of a plau- 
ſible Handle againſt him. I do not now give my 
Judgment of the Force of it, whereas I alledgg, 
that the Language of that Part of the World, 
Where it is not pretended the Romans ever were, 
is really the. moſt ancient and ſimple, and moſt 
uſeful to illuſtrate not only the Roman, but ſeve- 
ral other valuable Languages mentioned in the 
Pamphlet I ſent you, and which I need not here 
reſume. It is generally acknowledged, that the 
Roman Armies never were in Ireland; but I think 
I may fay they never were in St, Kilda, with great 
Aſſurance; and yet the Language of that Iſland, 
think the. moſt uſeful of all to iluſtrate Langua- 
ges, Antiquities, and Hiſtory, and of this I may 
ſhortly give an Example. bd 
Many indeed ſay, that the Veh and Iriſb are 
but different Dialects of the ſame age; but 
choſe WhO hae enquired into them, will cally 
Ar 7 5 z 
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ſee, that ti y differ more widely than the Dialecia 
of the Greeks. Perhaps it may not be amiſs to call 
them Siſter Languages, and to apply that of Ovi 
to them, Met. 2. Facies non amnibus una, Nec dis 
verſa tumen, qualem decet eſſe ſororum. I may ei 
plain my 'ſelt more fully upon this Head aſter- 
wards, but I crave Leave to add, that the. Cakedi> 
nian or Iriſb, is, in my Opinion, the moſt genu- 


ine Offspring of that Language which Julius C25 
ſar calls Celtic, for which 1 am willing to givg 


Reaſons. And; as I have faid'before, the Dial 
of St. Kilda ſeems the moſt ſimple and aticient 


Shape of that renowned and uſeful Language. Your 


Curioſity, in ttacing Languages and Religion up 
to their higheſt Sources, where, I believe, you 
5 them appear in the n Sima 
ity, is in my Judgment, highly laudable, and 
= lowing — out in all their feveral Wind! 
ings; Turnings, and Mazes, or in all their Altera- 
tions, Degradations and Corruprions, cannot but 
be very laborious. I ſhell be glad it I can any way 
contribute to your Help or Eaſe in theſe Things: 
[ leave it ro yourſelf to judge, whether the Con- 
fideration of that Account which Martin gives in 
his Voyage to St. Killa, may not furnifh Hints of 
both Kinds to a Perſon fo curious and ingeniou 
I can aſſure yoo; that his Treatiſe, and perhaps 
ſome Converſations with theſe of that Iſland he 
met with, awakned the Muſe of a certain Perſon, 


who profeſſes himſelf no Poet, to pen the following 
Lines, which touch upon the Etymology of the 


Names of this Iſle, and che Language and Religion 


the Peoples which; N hope, will not be altoge⸗ 


So unacceptable ro you who are a Poet. 
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